NWA OuTbooRs E

NorTHWEST ARkansas Democrat %% (bazette
THE WEB: www.nwaonline.com

Copyright © 28, Nertvwast Arkarass Newspmpers, LLC

FLIP PUTTHOFF

NWA DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE

ASHDOWN — Stick-
ups, bushes and brush are
all hot spots for catching
a mess of crappie. Mackey
Harvin, a guide at famed
Millwood Lake, leaves this
cover behind and heads for
open water

The shallow 30,000-acre
reservoir is revered among
crappie anglers for jumbo
sized fish and lots u]uhun
Millwood is 9 miles east of
Ashdown or 25 miles north-
east of Texarkana.

Harvin, who's fished
at Millwood for years,
l.mnt.hul his boat at Milk:

we s ate Park and
passed up acres of grass
and hua.h lh.ll'd m.du. other

crappie chasers giddy. Open
water near the dam was the
destination for Harvin and
his fishing buddy for the
day.

“What we're luukmg
for are roamers.” Harvin,

a guide with M:ll\\ od
Lke ¢

Tl hq Te ¢ |
by themselves, roaming and
feeding out in open water”
Harvin s old school and
new when he goes fishing.
He uses old-school min-
nows for bait. Yet when it
comes to technology, Har-
vin is an expert at using for-
ward-facing sonar, the latest
in fish finding electronics.
There are different brands
of this high-tech sonar. b
vin prefers Garmin Live
Scope and has 3t on his boat
for finding these open-water

Free range crappie

Angler targets
fish on the move

Mackey Harvin shows a fine Millwocd Lake crappie he caught in early Masch at the 30,000-acre reservoir. The lake is known for
big crappie and Harvin used minnows to calch several. Visit nwaonline.comiphoto for today's photo gallery.
(NWA Demacrat-Gazene/Flip Pusthofl)

Crappie in
and white

White crappie and back
crappie swim in Arkansas
walerways. White crappie
have stripes on ther sides
while black crappie have
dots. At Beaver Lake. white
crappie are more plerfiful oo
the south end of the reservair.
Black crappie show up n
betier numbers cn the narth
end. At Miwced Lake, most
crappe are white crappie
Suusrce: Neethwest Arbaruas
Nemscral-Gazette

ers. They'd be hard to
without it

Harvin started this ear-
Iy March trip at Millwood
Lake State Park. Bushes and
grass stood in shallow water
while Harvin idled his boat
past the marina and out to-
ward open water, passing up
all this fish-holding habitat

“This cover along the
shore is all fine for catch-
ing crappie, but they tend
to be smaller compared to
the ones in open water,”
Harvin said

He didn’t travel far. The
state park and Millwood
Lake dam were close by at
his first fishing spot. The
dam is 3.3 miles long and
1s Arkansas' longest earth-
en dam. Harvin turned on
the sonar and gra

designed for Livi
ing. A lively minnow was
threaded on the hook and
Harvin was ready to catch

Se« CRAPPIE, Page 65

to his line. Jigs and minnows both work to calch
Lake.

(NWA Democrat-Gazenie/Flip Pustholl)

BASS FROM THE PAST

Morning bird walks
Northwest Arkansas Audubon
Society hosts free drop-in bird
walks each Wednesday, Friday
and Sunday through May 17 at
Lake Fayetteville to see spring
migrating birds. The first walk
fednesday. Meet at the north
shors disc golf parking area at
:30 a.m. Local berders lead the
walks that are 1- to 2-mile slow
rambles. Walks usually end by
8:30 a.m. but people may come
and go as they please. No regis-
tration or experience is necsssary.

Binoculars ars racommended.

Take hunter ed online

Virtual 10-hour onlne Arkan-
sas Game and Fish Commession
hunter education classes will be
offered at 8:30 a.m. May 11-15.
The classes are for youths age
10-18. Anyone barn on or after
an 1 19R49 is ramsrad tn haun
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Camper cabins cozy,
easy on the budget

No frills lodging an option at Devil's Den

Some say camping isn't
really camping unless you're
snug as a bug m a tent being
lulled to sleep by a gentle
rain on the nylon roof. Cabin
camping may be more pleas-
ing to others, in the sturdy
shelter of a full service cabin
with all the comforts of home

There's middle ground be-
tween tent camping and and
cabin camping. That's the
camper cabins at Devil's Den
State Park These cozy cab-
ins may be perfect for folks
who enjoy tent camping but
might want to take a step up
from nylon walls and a rain
fly. They're more economical
than the park's all-inclusive
cabins built in the 1930s by the
Civilian Conservation Corps
They've been refurbished and
aded over the decades to
entury standards.

Camper cabins, on the
other hand, are fairly new at
Devil's Den. The rate is $79
per night for a camper cab-
in compared to twice that or
more for a full service cabin.

A camper cabin is like a
tent with walls, windows and
aroof. Each has a double bed
and a bunk bed with upper
and lower bunks. Beds have
comfy mattresses, but guests
bring their own bedding such
as sheets, pillows, blas
sleeping bags. The
ing table with bench seats
in each cabin and that's it
There's no refrigerator, bath-
room, stove or television

OPINION
THE FLIP SIDE

FLIP PUTTHOFF

Cabins have electricity, h
and air conditioning. For vis-
stors who absolutel; '
without internet

Outside there's a patio with
a picnic table, water spigot,
campfire ring with adjust-
able cooking grate and also a
smaller charcoal grill. There's
apole for hanging a camp lan-
tern or two

For a big family, I'm think-
ing these cool cabins can
sleep even more if a couple
of the kiddos want to bunk
on the front porch in sleep-
ing bags. Most would jump at
the chan

These cozy abodes are in
a littde cabin camper commu-
nity at the park. In the center
18 a common restroom and
shower building with four
units and doors that lock.
There's a shower, commode
and sink in each unit

See PUTTHOFF, Page 6E

C: cabims al Denil's Den State Park are a midde-ol-the-
road cplion between tent camping and full-service cabins. Visit

nwaonline.comiphoto for today's photo gallery.
INWA DemaCrarGazen

e/Flip Pulthall)

The cabins have comfortable beds, indeor and outdoor dining
tables and screened porches. Visitors share a commoen shower
and restroom building and bring their own sheets, pilows and
blankets.
{NWA Democrat-Gazetie/Flip Puttholl)

Outdoor Events

(o 3 n m. May 13. Location is
Volunteers

oak-hickary forests and glades to
the free-l s River.

should bring their own boats but
a limited number vall be available
1o the first people who register.
Bring lunch, drinks and whatev-
er tooks may be needed. Trash
bags, gloves and snacks will be
provided. Ga to bnrpartners.org/
sign-ups to mg‘ﬂei’.
Learn trapping basics
Fur Takers of Arkansas will
host a free class on basic trapping
at noon May 16 at the Hunt Family
Mature Center, 3400 N. 40th St.in
Springdake. The class is for be-
inner and experienced trappers.
udents will learn basic trapping
techniques and how trapping is
an essential part of consarvation.

Call the centar at (833) 356-0847

for more informition.

“Apply for summer camp
Applications are open for the

Students track wildlife using
radio telemetry, monitor bats,
study aguatic ecosystems, learn
bird banding !ec(mmues and
taks a canoe trip and overnight
camping experence. Visit onsc.
us/azgis 1o apply.

Volunteer online

The new Ozark Natural Science
Center onkine voluntser orienta-
tion is naw live. A wide range of
volunteer opportunities are aval-
able, from trail work and campus
projects to program support and
special events. Voluntzers com-
plete the onine orientation, fill out
the voluntesr agreement form and
list where your passions and skills
shine. Visit onsc.usivolunteer to

Fill required hours
Arkansas Game and Fish Com-



6E o TUESDAY, APRIL 28, 2026 A A

NogrHwesT Arkansas Democrat %% (bazette

Warmer weather has black bears on the move across the state

RANDY ZELLERS

ARKANSAS GAME AND FISH

Arkansas bears are on the
move.

Each spring. young black
bears emerge from their dens
and strike out to find new
ternitories. While sightings

of these misguided youths
certainly grab the attention
of people living in neigh-
borhoods bordering bear
country, they often move on
as long as people don’t give
them a reason to stay.

Bears are part of Arkansas
and have been since before
the state was settled. Arkan-
sas once was so rich with
black bears that its unofficial
nickname was “The Bear
State.” Unrestricted hunt-
ing for their fur and fat led
to the bear's rapid decline
by the early 1900s. Thanks
to the efforts of conse;
tionists and biologists with
the Azl Game and Fish
Commission, Arkansas again
has bears throughout much
of the state in the areas they
once roamed. Understanding
how to coexist with these an-
imals starts with a quick look
at bear biology.

Unlike deer, which repro-
duce each year they are ma-
ture, female bears have cubs
only every other year, spend-
ing two winters with their
cubs. The cubs are newboms
during their first den cycle,

Bears see wldlle corn hsedevs as an easymcal.
{Courtesy Photo/Arkansas Game and Fish)

then they spend the whole
year learning how to be a
bear and overwinter once
more as yearlings. At the end
of this denning cycle, young
females are allowed to stay
in a portion of their mother's
territory, but the y ¢ males
are lunxd away to find a new

‘This is how nature en-
ables bear populations to
Eand and protects aginst
eeding,” said Spencer
Dam:ls, Game and Fish bear

program coordinator. “Young
males look for new suitable
habitat, and the top priority is
finding ample food resoure-
“r

Open trash cans, wildlife
feeders and cooking grease
are just as tempting to a
young black bear as the na-
tive berries and soft mast
they typically seek this time
of year. This can put these
[oune bachelor bears in some

d situations, especially if
humans don't remedy the

satuation quickly.

“To lh.-:]! :de s just free
food,” Daniels said. “So lock-
ing those things away this
time of the year is important
to prevent nuisance encoun-
ters. You may still have a bear
wander across your yard in
bear country this time of
the year, but if they don't
find food, they won't stick
around.”

Black bears, the kind na-
tive to Arkansas, are not nor-
mally aggressive, but they are

still wild animals. If people
allow the bear to become
comfortable neas their homes
or land, they may set up shop.
At that point, you become the
intruder and the obstacle be-
tween them and “their™ food.

“The first step to any nui-
sance bear phone call we re-
ceive is for the landowner to
put away any of these possi-
ble attractants,” Daniels said.
“That includes deer feeders.
Deer don't need corn or other
feed this time of the year with

spring vegetation greening
up. That's usually all it uhs
for the bear to move on"”

The last thing you should
doislet the bear get u.umfun-

. Bea
of humans and the ruckus we
create. It's important to main-
tain that relationship. Most
bears that have to be removed
by wildlife managers start as
a welcome guest for photo
opportunities and conversa-
tion to a landowner. Once the
novelty wears off or the bear
decides to damage impc:rly
to get to more food, et
serous.

“Making noise, yelling and
throwing a rock or stick can
be enough to give the mes-
sage that the bear is not wel-
come,” Daniels said. “Make
yourself look as large and
obnoxious as possible. Nine-
ty-nine times out of a hun-

ed, the bear won't stick
around. If it does, back away
slowly while continuing to
create noise until you are in
a safe spot and report it to
the nuisance wildlife hotline

ately. We can respond
from there.

More information about
bear .Awaremexs and bear
safety can be found at www.
Be.'u-wiseu . This sife was~

¥ Bear biologists
nh chout the Southeast and
includes information specific
to Arkansas.

Turkey harvest points to upward trend

RANDY ZELLERS
ARKANSAS GAME AND FISH
Hunters from 6 to 15 years
old checked 1,494 turkeys
April 1112 during this year's
special youth turkey hunt,
roughly 30 birds more than
last year’s hunt and more
than 300 turkeys than the
hunt numbers in 2024.
David Moscicki, Game
and Fish turkey program co-
ordinator, said the increase
was likely due to a combi-
nation of factors includi

Moscicki said. “We also have
seen low jake harvest in the
last few years by the youths,
who are the only hunters
allowed to harvest one.
That means more mature
gobblers are carrying over
f!um each year and more
of those birds out there are
mature compared to years
past. Combined with good
weather that let youth hunt-
ers take good advantage of
being the first ones out in
their area to hunt, and you

excellent weather during
the hunt, a few strong years
of reproduction and an in-
crease in the number of
adult gobblers on the land-
scape

saw good reproduc-
tion two and three years ago,
and last year saw decent re-
production as well So there
are more birds out there,”

have all the di for
a great hunting experience.”

Moscicki said the youth
hunt harvest being near-
ly identical to last year's is
good, and that the harvest
is actually 14 percent high-
er than the average of the
last two years. Factors such
as weather can play a large
role in a hunt as short as two
days, but Moscicki works

with long-term trend data to
help shed light on the pop-
ulation. In fact, Arkansas’s
youth hunt harvest has seen
a slow but steady increase
each year since 2018, when
only 630 birds were checked
during the two-day hunt.

“We've rull{ had five
years of stable season
structures with a more con-
servative season in place
since 2020, and we've seen
five years of slow, steady
growth,” Moscicks sai
“That gives us confidence
that we're doing the right
thing. If you see too rapid of
a harvest increase, it could
actually be bad, meaning
that you might be overshoot-
ing the capacity of the pop-
ulation. If that happens, you
will probably see a decrease
soon. Seeing a slow increase
is better, and I expect it to
level off eventually”

BEAVER LAKE

Hoak, Line and Sinker in R.om
ers said black bass fishi

Try top-water lures in mom-
ing. Go with plastic worms, spin-
ner baits, swim baits or soft plastic
crawdads later in the day. Banks
with & mix of gravel and rock are
good areas to fish. Bass are 1 to
15 feet deep. Its pnsslblalnl:alm
amixed bag of argemouth.
mouth and spotted bass.

Fish far crappie around bushes
and wood cover 5 to 10 feet deep.
Minnaws or jigs should both work.
A good jig color is a black or red
body with a chartreuse tail. Striped
bass are roamin water from
the Prairie Creek area south into
the White and War Eagle tributar-
ies. Go for catfish with stink bait,
liver, nightcrawlers or hot dog

chunks soaked in strawberry Kool

Ad powder. Average surface water

temperature is in the mid 60s.
BEAVEI

Austin Kennedy, fishing guide,
said wallzye are in post-spawn
mode. Large female wabeye are
migrating back downstrzam to-
ward Table Rock Lake. Most wall-
vya in the tailwater are smaller

ir jig and minnaw
nmmnnm is good to use. Work
it slowdy along the bottom. Fish
slow and oaver lots of water.

Troutare bm':g fair on prepared
trout baits fished on the bottom

Fishing Report

with light tacide. Small hair jigs
or small spoons are good lurss.
10 use. Water tamperature is in
e low 60s which & high for the
tadwater. Little or no pawer gen-
eration at Beaver Dam has caused
the temperature to nse. Some hy-

mwul-meﬂlim will bower it.
Anger M Mt&ldn sald aip—

pe are in deep and shal
ﬂsn rmemwmmmnn\vsmms
xperiment with depth. Black

mss ﬁshm lure
an angler ll zxslnuse wu.rvl”slhe
best catfish bat.

BELLA VISTA

Hook, Linz and Sinker in Bel-
la Vista recommends fishing for
black bass with soft plastic furss
around docks at any Bella Vista
fake. Go with crickets or worms for
biwegil. Try worms, nightcranders
or stink bat for catfish.

Please note that all fishing in
Bella Vista is open only to POA
members and their Emn

§!

Kenny Stroud in Siloam
Springs said black bass fishing
is good using top-water lures at
dawn, dusk and cloudy days. Any
soft lure is good to use. Try
minnows or ||gs for crappie.

ELK RIVER
Ketsay Mitchell at Big Elc Floats
and Camping said black bass
fishing is good with swim baits,

Whopper Plopper top-water lures,
white Zoom Flukes and square-bill
crank baits.
EASTERN OKLAHOMA
Oklahoma Dspaﬂmanldwnd-
Iz Conservation reports good fs|
ing at Grand Lake fmumamnum
bass with crank baits or spnner
baits worked around brush and
rock. White bass fishing is good
with Rooster Tails or jigs below the
dam or on the man
At Lake Tenkier, nn;emoum
bass fishing is gocd with Alabama
rigs, crank baits or spinner baits
around brush and structure. Cat-
fish are biting well on cut bait, stink
bait or hat
At Lake Eucha,

Mackey Harvia unhooks one of smral crappie he caught in March at Milweod Lake. Crappie were
eager b bile minncws at the shallow 30,000-acre resenvoir. Visit rwacnline.comiphoto for today's

phato gallery.

{NWA Demacrat-GazeneFlip Puttholl)

bass fishing is fair with crank baits
or spinner baits around brush and
points. Channel catfish are biting
well on lver or cut bait. Crappie
are hinn¥ wall on minnows orjigs.
[ABLE ROCK LAKE

Table Rock Lake Chamber of
Commerce reports good black
bass fishing with top-water lures,
square-biled crank baits, E(l:'s,ﬁ:
woarms and Ned rigs. Work them in
‘spawning pockets and along gravel
E:;ts and rock points. The Long

Kings River and James Riv-
er arms are best for crappie. Fish
with minnows or jig around wood
cover and bushes two to 15 feat

deep.
— Compied by FAp Putthoft

Events

 Conlinued kom Page 1E

unteers are the pnmary pnlm n!
contact for park visitors.

tears greet visitors, pravms oan(
to guests, direct vis-

Game and Fish will organize
and execute large-scale voluntzer
events based on need, with pref-
erence to districts that have reg-
istered. Game and Fish staff will
be on site at volunteer projects to
sign off on volunteer hours.

Live, work at lake

Army Corps of Engineers, Bea-
ver Lake office, seeks motivated
and fr_landry n.ampum_lfnd_palk

itors to fee collection kiosks and
1o the recreation.gov campsite
e

5 3
Contact the Beaver Lake of-
‘1%»1“ (479) 636-1210, extension
oremEEET T Bowedus-

sary to address erosion, reduce
trail short-cutting and relocate the
trail farther from a nearby private
property boundary to prevent
public incursions.

In addition, 800 feet of us-
er-created shoricuts will need to
be naturalized. Sections of the
designated trail tread wil be hard-
ened to

ace.army.mirTor
Hawksbill reroute set
Ozark National Forest seeks
volunteers to work on a reroute
of the trail that leads to Hawksbil
Cran, also called Whitaker Poent,

short-cutting. Ongoing drainage
issues throughout the trail corn-
dor wll also be addressed through
the installation of side ditches and
the cleaning and maintznance of
ansmg ﬂmmqe ls:lurus

u-m- {la) nd 2t discuss the iy fsting.
hotf)

lip

Crappie

® Consirued from Page 1E

crappie. “The smaller the
minnow the better they
work,"” he said.

A roaming fish showed
up on the sonar in minutes.
It looked like a blob on the
sereen. The sonar tells Har-
vin how far away the fish is
from the boat. It could be any
species but most likely st's a
crappie, Harvin noted.

When the fish closed in
12 feet from the boat, Harvin
lowered his minnow into the
water that measured 8 feet
deep. He can actually see
on the sereen his hook and
minnow sink. When that fish
blob covered the minnow im-
age indicating a bite, Harvin
rassed the rod tip and crappie
No. 1 put 2 bend in his long
fishing pole.

“It's a dandy 15-inch crap-
pie,” the guide said, tossi
it into the boat's livewell.
“When he saw that minnow
he came up to eat”

Harvin moved the boat
along slowly searching for
more free-range crappie.
He never had to look fung.
Crappie from a foot long to
16 inches crowded his live-
well. His fishing buddy sat in
a seat next to Harvin in the
bow of the boat for his first
try at LiveScope fishing. He
too welcomed some crappie
aboard after a short learning
curve,

Later in the morning, Har-
vin opted to sample the fish-
ing close to some wood cover
and leave the roamers behind.
A line of man-made fish at-
tractors have been placed in
10 feet of water on the other
end of the dam near Saratoga
Park operated by the Army

Corps of Engineers. They're
made of tubs with boards
sticking up toward the sur-
face. “Stake farms,” Harvin
calls them.

Each attractor is marked
with a pole sticking up out
of the water. These “stake
up big time on
the sonas with crappie hover-
ing around the wood. Again
Harvin targeted a crappie,
lowered a minnow toward the
fish and, whammo — another
crappie for the livewell.

All the crappie caught
this trip were bag except one.
It's no wonder Millwood is
known far and wide as a crap-
pie destination. The daily lim-
it is 30 crappie per angler and
there’s no length limst. When
you're catching crappie this
big, there’s no need to keep
small fish.

Flip Puttholl can be reached at
fputthof@nwaaniine. cam.

Putthoff

© Consrued from Page 1E

I've booked a Devil's Den
camper cabin every April for

1like my morning coffee
so I bring the coffee maker
from home. A lawn chair is
comdy for sitting by the camp-
fire. My mountain bike and
a hiking stck get packed for

the 17-mile scenic drive on
twisting and hilly Arkansas
220 between the park and US.

59. We'll feature um scenic
re in

drive down the ro,
NWA Ouldoors.

Tos ambastad




